
The Martindale Center Induction Dinner 

2023 took place at the Ben Franklin Tech-

Ventures on the Mountaintop Campus of 

Lehigh University on March 25. Over 80 

students, parents, faculty, and friends 

celebrated the induction of the Morocco 

cohort 2023–24 as they begin their Mar-

tindale Morocco adventure and research. 

Welcomed by Executive Director Todd 

A. Watkins and Donald Outing, Vice 

President for Equity and Community, 

Office of University Diversity and Inclu-

sion, the crowd was introduced to the 

Denmark cohort 2022–23 and the high-

lights of their research. 

 

Emma Chiusano ’23 created and present-

ed the Denmark class poster to Professor 

Watkins and Alexis Soulias ’23, Denmark 

class speaker, gave an introspective and 

personal speech of her time as a Martin-

dale student. The Denmark cohort ex-

tended the “high fives” of friendship and 

celebration (below) to welcome the Mo-

rocco cohort into the Martindale Student 

Associates Honors Program. 
 

Thank you to Nadine Elsayed ’18, Brand 

& Executive Communications Manager 

at Adobe, Martindale Student Associates 

Honors Program (UK), for her reflections 

and tips on how the Moroccan cohort 

can make the most of their Martindale 

experience.  
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MOROCCO COHORT 2023–24 in Tangier. L to R: Samuel Ginn, Lauryn Holgado, Kyra 
Boston, Tessa Dougan, Layan Suleiman, Sarah Mixsell, Kate Brown, Emily Michnowski,  
Ben Murphy-Schmehl, William Yaeger, Alexander Damle, and Christopher Marina. 

 

INDUCTION DINNER 

 

MOROCCO RESEARCH TRIP 
  May 23 –June 3, 2023 

History, handiworks, camels, cul-
ture, food, and a plethora of eco-
nomic, social, and policy topics to 
explore—Morocco has it all! The 
students and faculty of the Student 
Associates Honors Program strove 
to learn as much as possible by vis-
iting Tangier, Fes, Rabat, and Casa-
blanca across 12 days.  

The trip started with a briefing by 
Dar America/US Consulate in Cas-
ablanca. The group proceeded to 
Tangier via the TGV, Africa’s first 
high-speed train (an example of the 
amazing infrastructure being built 
in Morocco).   

In Tangier, we met with the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Regional Council 
(state government), Tourism Re-
gional Council, American Legation, 
Tangier Technopark, Tangier 
MedPort, Lear Corporation in the 
Tangier Free Zone, and the House 
of Press. 

Onward to Chefchaouen, the blue 
city, for a meeting with the vice 
president of the Municipal Council 

to discuss issues surrounding rural 
Morocco. Then onto Fes, where the 
group explored the handicraft in-
dustry of the Old Medina. 

In Rabat, we had the distinct honor 
of meeting with Ahmed Touizi, 
Parliament President (Morocco’s 
Kevin McCarthy) and Mohamed 
Mehdi Bensaid of the Ministry of 
Youth, Culture and Communica-
tion. We also met with the Policy 
Center for the New South at UM6P 
and with Masen, the firm that man-
ages all the nation’s renewable en-
ergy. Finally, sessions with Happy 
Smala on inclusive finance and 
Global Shapers on entrepreneur-
ship rounded out our Rabat visit. 

In Casablanca, we explored educa-
tion at two Second Chance schools: 
L’Heure Joyeuse and TIBU Africa. 
We visited Deloitte and ISCAE 
business school to explore issues 
affecting the economy and ended 
with a review of public health in 
Morocco at ALCS, a nonprofit. 

It was a fantastic trip! 



Congratulations to Martindale Execu-
tive Director, Todd Watkins and five 

undergraduate Data for Impact Fel-

lows—Khue Nguyen, Hamza Ali. 
Rishikesh Gummakonda, Jacques Pel-

man, and BriannaTaracena—for pub-

lication of the journal article “The Im-
pact of Access to Financial Services on 

Mitigating COVID-19 mortality glob-

ally.” The research, funded by the 
Martindale Center via Creative In-

quiry, was published in PLOS Global 

Public Health 3(3) 2023. 

The spring banquet, held on April 27, 
was bittersweet. We celebrated the 

accomplishments of the Denmark 

cohort on their Martindale work and 
their 2023 Lehigh graduations. How-

ever, we realize how much we will 

miss each other’s company. Best al-
ways to Raihan Alam, Asgar Ali, 

Bonor Ayambem, Emma Chiusano, 

Laura Duffany, Bryce Erdman, Jun-
moke James, Marina Mendez Le-

garra, Caroline Palmer, Viraj Sethi, 

Alexis Soulias, and Ben Wainfan.  

 

  NEW YORK CITY 

The Martindale Morocco cohort and 
faculty were hosted in New York City 
by Mr. Omar Kadiri, Deputy Perma-
nent Representative at the Permanent 
Mission of Morocco to the UN on 
March 24. His session focused on the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals in 
relation to Morocco: no poverty; decent 
work and economic growth; industry 
innovation and infrastructure; afforda-
ble and clean energy; and peace, justice, 
and strong institutions. He detailed 
how Morocco plays a large role in con-
flict prevention in Africa.  

After a delicious kebab and falafel 
lunch at Omar’s, the group had an en-
lightening conversation with Soukaina 
Alaoui El Hassani, an award-winning 
producer and filmmaker who immi-
grated to the US from Morocco. Her 
films seek to change the narrative and 
humanize the portrayal of women, 
Muslim, and Arab characters on the 
screen. Thanks to Faith Glazier and 
Deloitte for hosting the event for the 
Martindale Morocco cohort.   

SPRING BANQUET  MICROFINANCE 

ALUMNI REUNION 
 

What a fabulous evening we spent 

catching up with 20 alumni and 

friends in the Lehigh room of the Ho-

tel Bethlehem, June 10, 2023. We plan 
to hold this cocktail reception annual-

ly for Martindale alumni and friends  

in conjunction with Lehigh’s Reunion 

Weekend. 

• Ellen Schaaf ‘18 (Peru) had her 

Martindale paper cited by the Pe-

ruvian government and MINCE-

TUR, the Ministry of Foreign and 

Trade and Tourism, in an applica-

tion to the World Bank for post-

COVID tourism project funding. 

Also, we want to wish her the best 

on starting an MA in Theater and 

Performance Studies at Washing-

ton University in St. Louis. Her 

research will examine how aug-

mented and virtual reality story-

telling might help preserve memo-

ries and cognitive function of Alz-

heimer’s and dementia patients. 

• Rebecca Aida Guzman ’07 

(Panama) was named a Most Effec-

tive Deal Maker by The Legal Intel-

ligencer’s Professional Excellence 

Awards, 2023. 

• Gustavo Grinsteins ‘18 (UK) grad-

uated in December 2022 from the 

University of Colorado Boulder 

with an aerospace engineering 

master’s degree and was promoted 

to senior software engineer at 

Lockheed Martin Space. 

• Daniel DePietro ‘13 (Colombia) 

finished his residency in interven-

tional radiology at the Hospital of 

the University of Pennsylvania 

and will continue his position as 

assistant professor of radiology 

there. 

• Lindsay Wilson ’18 (UK) graduat-

ed from The George Washington 

University Law School and will be 

starting in the fall as an associate 

at BakerHostetler in the DC office. 

• Kathleen Ryan ‘13 (Colombia) 

moved to London, UK, to expand 

the fundraising team in the Lon-

don office of Brookfield Asset 

Management. 

• Ashley Pritchard ‘09 (New Zea-

land) married Roopak Kandasamy 

in May 2023 at a cenote in Playa 

del Carmen. 

• Andrew Tye ‘13 (Colombia) mar-

ried Ashley Knowles ‘14 in June 

2023. 

• Amanda (Midkiff) Crooke ’12 

(Greece) and husband John wel-

comed their first child, Althea El-

len, in November 2022.  

• Giancarlo Pellegrini ‘07 (Panama) 

was promoted to Democratic Chief 

Counsel for the House Select Sub-

committee on the Coronavirus 

Pandemic. 

 

MARTINDALE SHOUT-OUTS 

FACULTY AWARDS 
 

Speaking of congratulations, Todd 

Watkins deserves another shout-out 

for his Excellence in Teaching Award 

presented by Lehigh’s MS in Man-
agement program. Congrats too to 

Martindale mentor Professor Cathe-

rine Ridings, Deming Lewis Award 

winner for 2022–23. 

Save the Date: Our Harmonie Club 
event Nov. 16, 2023 in NYC will cele-

brate the Student Associates and the 

life and impact of Professor J. Richard 

Aronson, who founded the Center. 


